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The Honor of Truth. 


It would be interesting to trace the origin 
ordevelopment in Friends’ and other writings, 
ofthe use of the word Truth in such expres- 
sions ‘‘ the honor of Truth,’’“* the reproach of 
Truth,’ ‘clearing the Truth,’’ etc.; but it 
wems opportune, at this special season, to 
let one’s attention be arrested by whatever 
present message the term may voice to him. 

Dar first thought has been that the Truth 
was another name for Christ, who said, “‘I am 
the Truth,’’ amidst the words in which He 
tamed himself ‘‘ the Way and the Life.’’ Ac- 
cordingly we hear words of his quoted as once 
“spoken by the lip of Truth.” And as his words 
are ever ‘‘ spirit ’’ and ‘‘life,’’ the witness of 
his Spirit in our hearts is often called the 
Truth, according to the language ‘‘ The Spirit 
beareth witness, for the Spirit is Truth.’’ Also 
any emanation from the Spirit of Truth is 
talled the truth, as of one nature with “‘ Him 
that is true, even his Son Jesus Christ; any 
religion or doctrines believed to be based on 
Him as their foundation, are called by those 
who hold them the Truth. Friends often spoke 
of the cause which they represented, or their 
profession as a religious Society, the Truth, 
and have disowned many inconsistent members 
in order to clear the Truth, or keep the cause 
of Christ uncompromised. Those who come 
short of the standard of life and of walk shown 
in Jesus Christ are regarded as a reproach to 
Truth, and they who obey the witness of his 
Spirit honor the Truth ; and when they co- 
operate in one living purpose to advance the 
cause of Truth on earth, they “‘ labor har- 
moniously together for the honor of Truth.’’ 
Simply to let the spirit of Christ have his own 
Way with us singly or unitedly, is an honor to 
his name, and we cannot be faithful to the 
Witness for Truth in whatever hidden way, 
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without adding to his honor. It is vain to 
try to exalt Truth in any other way than to 
let our convicti®™ or witness of it come into 
operation through us. If we simply take care 
of obeying the Truth as it becomes evident to 
us, He will best take care of its honor,and of 
ours. 

To an honest heart Truth is self-evidencing 
by its own witness, enforcing that axiomatic 
sense of living confirmation which we call Au- 
thority — the authority of Truth. ‘‘ All au- 
thority is given unto me in heaven and on 
earth—go ye therefore.’’ Living authority is 
the condition and commission of a Christian’s 
errands, and his commission arises and wanes 
with that special authority. Without a sense 
of the authority of Truth, how hollow-hearted 
must all our service be! ‘‘All experience 
teaches that a truth separate from a sense of 
the authority of God, does not become life in 
man’s moral nature.”’ 

The Truth emphatically says: ‘‘Them that 
honor me, I will honor:” Only by olmying the: 
truth is a man elevated into a true man. As 
the folded flower begins to open when touched 
by the light, so “‘the truth of God, shining on 
the soul, quickens and stirs into activity the 
faculty by which that very truth is perceived. 

. . . Light and the organ of vision, knowl- 
edge and the understanding, Divine truth and 
the spiritual reason grow and expand together.” 





A Communication of Thomas Evans, in Phila- 
delphia Yearly Meeting, 1867. 


On Third-day morning Thomas Evans rose, 
after the reading and answering of the Queries 
had proceeded part through, and spoke for per- 
haps a half hour. 

He began by alluding to the activity and 
apparent prosperity of other Christian Sects, 
as evinced by their efforts and numbers, but 
said he believed a large part of their professed 
members were still in friendship with the world, 
and possessed of but a superficial religion, that 
had not effected a radical change in their lives 
and hearts. That show and grandeur, in costly 
houses of worship and imposing ceremonies, 
and works of active philanthropy, were too 
much substituted for the new birth unto right- 
eousness. That he had felt a jealousy lest the 
same surface religion was usurping a place 
within our borders. That it had been often 
reiterated that we ought to be a more aggres- 
sive Society, carrying our efforts for the con- 
version of the world outside of our own pale. 
That he would look with satisfaction upon such 
a movement, if we were first prepared for it; 
but he felt, that, in order to go forward in 


this work as our early Friends had done, we 
must first pass through the same baptisms of 
the Holy Ghost and of fire which they experi- 
enced. He alluded to George Fox’s confident 
claim to the authority of the Spirit for all his 
religious labors and movements; and that less 
than the same power would not answer, now. 
He then spoke of the disposition now prevalent 
among us, for inexperienced young persons to 
assume the work of teaching the Holy Scrip- 
tures to children and others. He considered 
that no one could be properly qualified to 
instruct others in the way of salvation, whose 
eyes had not seen and whose hands had not 
handled the word of God, for themselves. That 
those whose minds had been but newly awaken- 
ed to the subject of their souls’ salvation 
might suffer serious loss in the progress of this 
great work, if they allowed themselves to be 
diverted from those necessary operations of 
the Spirit in their own souls, to any extraneous 
subject, before they had become fully estab- 
lished in the root of Truth, themselves. He 
instanced Leigh Richmond and Cowper’s 
brother, who both declared that they had been 
long engaged in preaching to others before 
they had an experimental knowledge of regen- 
eration, themselves; and were afterwards con- 
strained to go back to the beginning, and learn 
the very rudiments of faith. 

The effect produced on the assembly by this 
discourse of Thomas Evans was very impres- 
sive. It was evident that the power of the 
Holy Spirit had so accompanied the preacher as 
to bear down and overflow nearly all hearts, 
and but few were free from tears. Several 
valuable Friends rose and endorsed what had 
been said, but some of them were so affected 
that they could not speak intelligibly. 





For “THE FRIEND.” 


The Tract Association of Friends. 
EIGHTY-EIGHTH YEAR. 
The Managers report: 


The efforts of the Board of Managers during 
the past year have been mainly directed to- 
wards keeping up the supply of our publica- 
tions and assisting in their sale and distribu- 
tion. Some of the books, particularly the 
three Select Readers, Musings and Memor- 
ies, and Biographical Sketches and Anecdotes 
of Friends find a constant though limited sale; 
but our tracts are to a large extent disposed 
of gratuitously, and our desire is that the 
number of these thus put into general circula- 
tion should be much increased. The statisti- 
cal account herewith shows that the total 
number of them taken from the Depository is 
somewhat greater than for a few years past; 
but if our members and others who are 
desirous of spreading a knowledge of the 
religious principles professed by Friends 
would carefully avail themselves of opportuni- 
ties which present in travelling, and also at 
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various times near their own homes, of placing | would not like to be without a Friends’ Calen- 
some of our tracts, judiciously selected, in| dar, even though | am where Friends are very 
places where they might be taken up and read, | little known.”’ 
we believe that under the Divine blessing, A donation of $100 that was given to the 
profitable impressions would often be made | Association a little over a year ago with the 
upon the minds of those thus reading them, | request that it be applied as much as practi- 
and precious truths, which as they prevail in| cable in distributing our Tracts in new fields, 
the earth must exert an influence for good, | has nearly all been used in this way. Over 
would be spread more generally in the com-| 14,000 Tracts in the English language have 
munity. The results of such impressions may | been furnished from this fund, to various per- 
seldom come to our knowledge, but we are|sons travelling as Missionaries, to Summer 
encouraged at times by hearing of them, and | School Assemblies, and to individuals in vari- 
during the past year a person who has distri- | ous parts of the United States. Nearly 3700 
buted our tracts for several years in South | tracts in the Spanish language have also been 
Dakota writes that a number of persons who | sent by mail to prominent individuals, officials, 
had read some ofthem had “‘been brought] missionaries and editors of newspapers in 
under deep conviction.”’ Cuba, Porto Rico and Mexico, and in several 
The dissemination of Christian views in| of the countries of Central and South America. 
regard to War and Military glory, seem] Letters received from persons who have been 
particularly appropriate at the present time, | laboring as missionaries in Costa Rica and Co- 
and there is also a wide field for the spread of | lumbia speak with appreciation of the value 
those doctrines and testimonies which par- | of such reading matter. 
ticularly distinguish Friends from other pro-| It has been gratifying to learn that two of 
fessors in regard to ministry, water baptism, | our valued Friends who have lately died, have 
the communion, judicial oaths and other im-| left legacies to the Association, from the es- 
portant subjects. An examination of the lo-| tate of one of them, whose life had been 
calities into which our tracts have gone dur-| largely influenced for good by the reading of 
ing the past year will show that the number] one of our tracts, our friend Wm. P. Town- 
distributed has been the largest in those} send of West Chester, Pa., the sum of $1139.- 
States where our members are most numerous] 11 has been received. by our Treasurer. In 
and it would appear that it is upon the efforts | the other case the sum of $2500 is payable to 
of Friends that the extent of the circulation | the Association subject to a life interest in 
of them must chiefly depend. his estate by a person now living. There has 
The reading matter for the Moral Almanac | also been received by our Treasurer an addi- 
of 1905 has been prepared and the Card] tional sum of $216.10 from the estates of our 
Calendar for the present year was issued in| Friends Mary M. Johnson and Sarah Marshall, 
due season. whose legacies to the Association have been re- 
The Card Calendar is increasingly appre- | ferred to in previous reports. 
ciated, and this year its sales have been| There have been printed during the year: 
greater than in any year, since it was first | Tracts in English, 64,500; Tracts in Spanish, 
published in 1884. A Yearly Meeting of | 4,000; Juvenile Tracts, 5,977; Moral Al- 
Friends which has for a considerable time|manacs for 1904, 4,000; Card Calendars, 
annually appropriated a sum of money for the | 2,427. 
purchase of Friends’ writings to be distri-| The distribution for the year has been: 
buted at the discretion of a committee, this| Tracts, 69,700; Juveniles, 5,182; Almanacs 
year authorized the use of a portion of the] (including 966 for 1903), 4,350; Card Calen- 
appropriation for purchasing the Card Calen-| dars (including 49 for 1903), 2,476; Divine 
dar, believing that the Committee’s field of | Protection, 18; Sarah Grubb, 8; Mary Dud- 
usefulness would thus be enlarged. The in-|ley, 1; Select Readers, 57; Biographical 
creased order from this quarter, and other| Sketches and Anecdotes, 31; Musings and 
orders from new neighborhoods exhausted the} Memories 30; Bound Volumes Tracts, 9; 
edition before the first of the year. In order] Memoir George Fox, 15. 
that many who wished to procure them| Tracts on hand Third Month 2, 1903..224,064 
might do so, a second edition of 527 copies| Tracts printed during year.............-- 68,500 
was printed, which have all been sold. The 
total number disposed of having been 2427. 
We believe that many Friends have been 
interested in handing a Calendar or an Alma-| Tracts distributed during year........... 69, 700 
nac to others, some to whom are not of our} Tracts on hand Third Month 1, 1904...222,864 
religious Society. We desire to encourage all 
our members to embrace such opportunities 
when they offer, believing that in so doing, 
the recipient and the giver are often both 
helped. A letter written by a young woman Managers, 
on receiving a calendar says: ‘‘When I 
opened the envelope and saw that it was a 
real Friends’ Calendar, I was delighted. I am me 
so glad to have it; it has given me much plea-}| TyaT man only is poor in this world who 
sure already, and the new year is not yet be-| ives without Jesus; and that man only is rich 
gun. I read a number of its helpful thoughts, | with whom Jesus delights to dwell.— Thomas 
and then hung it up in my room as a con-| ¢ Kempis. 
stant reminder of what I want my life to be.’’ chen ere 
Another young woman living in Mexico ‘‘THE eternal life is not only long but 
writes: ‘‘I have established a new home, very | broad;—it is a life of limitless length and a 
far from my (childhood) home, yet I feel I] life of limitless spiritual enjoyment.” 











292,564 








292,564 
On behalf and by direction of the Board of 


Henry B. Appott, Clerk. 
PHILADELPHIA, Third Month 15th, 1904. 





For “ THe FRIEND,” 
Brief Review of the Progress of Religions 
Liberty in Modern History to the Rigg 

of the Society of Friends, 


(Concluded from page 309.) 


As the chiefest exponent of this deep yearn. 
ing, and true prophet of what the Keformation 
really held forth to those seeking spiritual 
rest, there appeared now in the north of Kno. 
land one of the most remarkable men of any 
age or country. Not as the founder of a geet 
or as the proclaimer of a new Gospel are we 
to regard him, but as one who felt with awfyl 
sincerity that he was Divinely commissioned 
“to turn people to that inward light, spirit, 
and grace, by which all might know their 
salvation and their way to God. ” 

To speak further of the character of George 
Fox is not within the compass of this essay, 
His Journal to this day remains to be an inex- 
haustible mine of that sort of inspiration to 
the reader which is imparted when a man is 
seen to carry into every problem that con- 
fronts his life the full strength of his convie- 
tion as to the fundamentals of religion and 
morality, and shows by his courage and stead- 
fastness of behaviour when facing life’s deep- 
est issues that the rock was secure upon which 
arose the fabric of his personal experience, 

Neither was it the discovery of any princi- 
ple inherently new that gives him so promi- 
ment a place in the history of religious liberty, 
Others had known and recognized, and even 
borne testimony to the indwelling Christ as 
that to which man might look as the unerring 
administrator of his conscience. A real dis- 
covery was however made when it was found 
that this principle, which heretofore had been 
too much regarded simply as abstract truth 
standing in Scripture texts, could with cer- 
tainty be applied to human conduct, and thus 
have a practical result in shaping the affairs 
of men. The past two hundred and fifty years 
have evinced its power to change the policy of 
government when under the influence of such 
men as Penn and Bright the angelic anthem 
of ‘Peace on earth; good will to men’’ has 
inspired some new departure in statecraft. 
Dr. John Fothergill was enveloped in its 
atmosphere, when in following the rounds of 
his profession he won the respect of the titled 
aristocracy of London. Its teachings upon 
philanthropy have been cast world wide and 
borne lasting fruit through the labors of John 
Woolman. 

Its evangelistic power was known and felt 
wherever were led the foot-steps of such men 
as Wheeler, Grellet, and Shillitoe, be it to the 
courts of kings or to the distant isles of the 
sea. The depths of philosophy and literature 
have been bathed with its fragrance, when 
such men as Penington, Barclay, Woolman, 
Dymond and Whittier, looked deep down into 
the human heart, saw by the Inward Light its 
greatest needs, and then with kindly hand 
brought nearer the healing balm of Divine 
truth to bind it upon the wounds made by the 
past errors of a race, which, while professing 
to live under the New Dispensation, had not 
emerged from under the old. 

The zeal and faithfulness of our forefathers 
in the Truth afford most striking examples of 
practical Christianity worthy our emulation 
and pious regard. Within the past few yeart 
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ere has been a most remarkable interest | nature, and has, perhaps, in our own Yearly tah ke _ For “Tas Faanp” 
in the early history of our branch of | Meeting (Philadelphia) its most striking exem-| Merle d’Aubigne’s Testimony for Peace. 
Christian church among all calling them-| plar in the world to-day. Here we finda large fod @ : srr 
by the name of Friends. The reason | number of Friends who are with simplicity and ny ioe ae 
jr this is obviously a longing for a fresh|sincerity striving to maintain the original ea 
gointing of that zeal and steadfastness to} principles of the Society, as against many 7 
de cause of Christ which made our forefathers | adverse influences both from within and from} Farel exhibited great diligence in procur- 
ers of what seemed a second Pentecost. | without. And whilst there is an observed dif-| ing the printing of wholesome, Evangelical 
And yet a religious organization, once hav-| ference of opinion, at least in practice, | books and pamphlets, intrusting their distribu- 
ng fallen into decay, can, no more than aj amongst the members in regard to conforma- tion to poor men of good character for piety, 
ution, hope to arise to its ancient eminence | tion with what is conventionally known as|Who went through the towns and villages of 
returning exactly to those conditions which | ‘‘the plain language and apparel,’’ those who | Franche-Comté and Burgundy, knocking at 
yere adapted to another age, with its own| stand for the ancient practice in these parti-|every door. The good Farel did not agree, 
liar problems and means for solution, | culars are generally respected for their adher- | any more than did Luther, with the impetuous 
shich even then were not altogether adequate. | ence to principle, whilst the body still remains | Hutten, that the Church of Christ needs 
itis the great province of Christianity to shed | practically a unit as regards the manner of | ‘swords, bows, javelins and bombs, in order 
light upon the pathway of men—intellectual | conducting meetings for worship and disci-| to repel the fury of the devil.’’ This inter- 
ad spiritual—and so long as they will receive | pline. esting comment is made by D’Aubigné: “‘Thus 
itin the way of its coming, and profit by it,| Within the past decade it would seem that | 48 early as 1524 there existed in Basel, and 
the cause of righteousness will succeed and | a renewed and, let us trust, abiding interest | having France for the field of their opera- 
tvilization be advanced, though kingdoms may | has been awakened among many young Friends | tions, a Bible society, an association of col- 
se and fall, though churches may grow luke- | in the whole subject of our doctrines and tes- | porteurs, and a religious tract society. Itis, 
yarm and formal, though the inerrancy of the | timonies, and the relationship of these to the | then, a mistake to conceive that such efforts 
\eriptures be questioned, and though we as| great problems of life with which they are | date only from our own age; they go back— 
iMividuals may at times lack faith, and go| daily striving, not only for their own sakes at least in the identity of the objects they 
lalting on our way. What seemed to be unas- | but also for the exaltation of the Truth amongst | propose—not merely to the days of Reforma- 
uilable truths in one age may in the next be] men. ‘‘As to the life and substance of it, ’’ | tion, but still further, to the first ages of the 
assaulted, and in the next become untenable. | says that faithful servant and minister of church.”’ 
Let us remember that as finite beings we now | Christ, Job Scott, ‘‘there never was but one| Of great interest are many of the incidents 
inow but in part, and hence we dare not but| true religion ; nothing has ever been such but | Which our historian graphically relates, of the 
prophecy in part, looking continually for that | the immediate, inward work of God in man. |itinerant, and frequently hazardous, life of 
which is perfect to come, that that which is| And this, on the one hand, can take place and | Farel and his friends in sowing the seeds of gos- 
imperfect may be done away. proceed no further than God is livingly the pel truth in the mountainous region of lower 
To say that our Society, even as a whole, is| continual mover, worker, and efficient cause | France, East of the Rhone and the Saone and 
wow passing through a crisis would be but the | of all that is rightly wrought therein ; nor on} in the nearby Neuchatel district of West 
statement of a mere platitude to all but the|the other hand, any further or faster than| Switzerland. A single recital only, bearing 
most self-satisfied or hopelessly indifferent ;} man comes under the holy influence of the} upon the purpose of these notes, will be given. 
and yet our situation may not be so critical | Spirit, grace, or power of God, whereby he} ‘One day,’’ he says, “toward the end of 
after all when compared with the real condi- | worketh in us. If man resists the spirit, turns | February—it was the feast of St. Anthony— 
tion that existed in the last half of the 18th] from the grace of God, rebels against his light Farel was walking by the banks of a little 
century and the first half of the 19th ; a period, | in the heart, does despite to the holy discover- | river that runs through the town [of Mont- 
however, which afforded many examples of the | ies of truth, he tramples under foot the very | beliard,] below the lofty rock on which stands 
power of Divine grace to mould men and | blood of the everlasting covenant, he rejects | the citadel, when, as he reached the bridge, 
women to a great purpose, so that when their] the Son of God, and in the midst of all his| he met a procession, reciting prayers to St. 
lives are reviewed in the light of earlier days | professional claim to the merits of a crucified Anthony, and headed by two priests, bearing 
itis seen that their testimony grew out of a} Saviour, is crucifying the life of the Lamb in | the image of that saint. He thus found him- 
doctrine, and that this doctrine was one with| himself ..... . ‘Christ in us,’ has been | Self suddenly brought into contact with these 
that of Fox, Penington, Penn, and Barclay. | in every age and nation the only true and solid superstitions. A violent struggle took place 
No one who bears the name of Friend to-day, | ground and hope of glory. ”’ in his soul: Shall he be silent, or conceal 
and who is really alive to the maintenance of — himself? Would it not be a cowardly want 
those spiritual truths which the name of Friend} Not SeeInc.—A little girl said,’’ Our eyes | of faith? Those dumb idols, borne on the 
is supposed to exemplify, but who ofttimes | are given us to see, but our eyelids are given shoulders of ignorant Priests, made his blood 
longs that we were a united body—one in faith | us to keep us from seeing.’’ We certainly do| boil. He boldly advanced, snatched from the 
and practice—instead of being separated into | not use our eyes enough. There are a great|priest’s arms the Shrine of the holy hermit, 
many groups, as scattered clouds after a storm. | many things we might see, which would do us| and threw it from the bridge into the stream. 
There may at the present time be observed | much good, and which we ought to remember. | Then, turning toward the astonished crowd, 
three tendencies at work ; one, distinctly | But possibly while we use our eyes too little, | he exclaimed aloud,—‘Poor idolators! Will ye 
evangelical in profession has let go one after | we may also use our eyelids too little. Possi-| never put away your idols?” The priests 
the other all peculiarities of speech and dress | bly it might be a good plan if we did not take | and people, dumb at first with astonishment, 
Which for nearly two centuries has distin-|so0 much notice of the things that are wrong | recovering themselves, cried together, “The 
guished the Quaker before the world. Per-|in others. Sometimes itis discreet not to see. | image is sinking,’ then, turning with rage 
haps we might let this change stand without | By being too strict to observe we may perhaps toward the sacriligeous intruder, would have 
further comment were it not for the fact that | sometimes get into trouble where it is not vented upon him their fury, had he not es- 
other changes have followed, until in some | necessary, and we may discourage those who, caped, it was not known how.”’ 
places there is little or nothing left, either in| with a little forbearance, will be stronger ** Many may regret,’’ continues D’ Aubigné, 


the conducting of meetings for worship or in| another time to do the right thing.—‘‘Our “that the reformer allowed himself to be 
the life amongst men, to remind us of ‘‘the| Paper.” hurried into an act which tended to check the 


Quaker of the olden time.’’ ; Se progress of truth. We can enter into their 

Another tendency is that towards an ultra} MEN must judge of their religion by ex-| feelings. Jet no man think himself authorized 
intellectuality, which in the end weakens faith | amining its foundation; if that fail the super-| to attack with violence an institution which 
and enthrones the human intellect where the | structure is perishable and worthless.—Flavel. | has the public sanction. Yet is there in this 
indwelling Christ should reign ; which, as zeal of the Reformer something more noble 
stated above, is a doctrine fundamental to| LIFE is not given to win victories over all|than that cold prudence so common in the 
real Quakerism. our enemies, but to win victories over our-| world, and which shrinks from incurring the 

A third tendency is conservative in its | selves.—Robert E. Speer. smallest danger, or making the most trifling 







(Continued from page 308.) 







































































YUM 








forth Mo. 16, 1904 





jg bed for near three months past with very | 
prospect of his recovery. We found him | 
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ich 4M wk and emaciated: not able to converse 

had My putt, but pleased as he expressed himself to 

the Myhisfriends. A feeling of sweet solemnity 
I ed to prevail in his chamber, and after 






sting some time, conversing at intervals 
sib his sister-in-law Martha Jefferis (whose 
yse of duty has led her to come and wait 






















































ks him in his last illness) we thought per- 
ald igs it was time for us to withdraw as even- 
m. § igwas approaching. On our bidding him 
nd grewell he seemed somewhat affected, and 
1ag a broken manner with some difficulty of 
re, iterance expressed as nearly as can.be re- 
ast & willected the following words: “I am very 
n- yak both in body and mind, and have ex- | 
ny enced great poverty of spirit and leanness. 
n- | do desire the prayers of my friends. 1 
ot igre desired resignation, and think | can say 
his \am resigned ; if I can only be admitted within 
at tegates. I have sincerely travailed in spirit | 
st fr our little meeting, that it may be sup- 
ed , that you who will shortly be left alone 
ch my bear the ark of the covenant in faithful- 
‘| yas; that the members and those who occupy 
i}. te front seats may labor, and not allow them- 
I wives to get into an easy sliding state. Fare- 
ne vel; give my love to thy dear mother (Rachel 
k, Price); I expect we shall never meet in this 
orld,” 
of Twelfth Month 17th—Attended this day the 
th fmeral of our dear deceased friend Benjamin 
t- Cope, who departed on the 15th instant about 
ne fre o'clock in the morning, retaining his 
h- nental faculties in a remarkable degree to 
in the last, having been to me a kind, forbearing, 
giritual father; his loss at present I cannot 
a nalize to its full extent. His remains were 
0 flowed to the grave by a large company of 
4 frends and relatives; after the interment the 
[- company was requested to attend meeting at 
n wr new meeting-house, to which the most 
e prt adjourned. We were favored | think to 
rt have a good meeting. David and Samuel 
r- Cope and Sarah Emlen appearing in testimony. 
g 1846, Twelfth Month 23d.—I have craved 
- that a door of escape may be provided from 
y ome of the numerous cares and cumbers of a 
0 worldly nature. I believe that they have a 
e hardening effect upon the spirit and unless 
y guarded against they will assuredly lead into 
, astate of spiritual slothfulness. May I who 
y know not what to ask for as I ought, be ena- 
v! bled rightly to ask forgiveness of the past, 
Q and if spared longer to be preserved from en- 
i listing in any new engagements that will at 
t all interfere with devoting that portion of my 
e time and attention to religious pursuits, which 
h [believe is necessary for me to do. 
h (To be continued.) 
D 


No one can do better than his best. Every 
one can do as well as that. One man’s best 
may not be as good as another man’s, but God 
makes no such comparisons. He values fidelity, 
and merely asks of each man his best. In his 
eyes the shoemaker who makes his best shoes 
8 doing better than the jeweler who makes 
watches indifferently. The boy who stands 
seventeenth in his class because that is the 
best that he can do, is doing better than the 
boy who stands fifth, but who might if he did 
his best stand fourth or first. 


“Who does the best his circumstance allows, 
Does well, acts nobly ; angels do no more.” 
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THE FRIEND. 


A CONFESSION. 


“You ask me how I gave my heart to Christ? 


I do not know. 
There came a yearning for Him in my soul 
So long ago. 
I found earth’s flowers would fade and die— 
I wept for something that could satisfy; 
And then—and then—somehow I seemed to dare 
To lift my broken heart to Him in prayer. 
I do not know— 
I cannot tell you how; 
I only know 
He is my Saviour now. 


“You ask me when I gave my heart to Christ? 
I cannot tell, 
The day, or just the hour I do not now 
Remember well. 
It must have been when I was all alone 
The light of his forgiving spirit shone 
Into my heart, so clouded o’er with sin; 
I think—I think ’twas then I let Him in. 
I do not know— 
I cannot tell you when ; 
I only know 
He is so dear since then. 


“You ask me where I gave my heart to Christ? 
I cannot say. 
That sacred place has faded from my sight, 
As yesterday. 
Perhaps He thought it better I should not 
Remember where. How I should love that spot ! 
I think I could not tear myself away, 
For I should want forever there to stay. 
I do not know— 
I cannot tell you where ; 
I only know 
He came and blessed me there. 


“You ask me why I gave my heart to Christ? 
I can reply; 
It is a wondrous story; listen, while 
I tell you why. 
My heart was drawn, at length, to seek his face; 
I was alone, I had no resting-place; 
I heard how He loved me, and with a love 
Of depth so great—of height so far above 
All human ken 
I longed such love to share ; 
And sought it then 
Upon my knees in prayer. 


“You ask me why I thought this loving Christ 
Would heed my prayer? 
I knew He died upon the Cross for me— 
I nailed Him there! 
I heard his dying cry, * Father, forgive!’ 
I saw Him drink death’s cup that I might live; 
My head was bowed upon my breast in shame! 
He called me—and in penitence I came. 
He heard my prayer! 
I cannot tell you how, 
Nor when, nor where: 
Only I love Him how.” 








A REFLECTION.—It was hard even for the 
disciples to realize the spiritual nature of 
We look back and perhaps 
wonder at their lack of discernment. We think 
that we understand the kind of kingdom which 
Christ came to establish, but when we expect 
to reach the spiritual nature through the 
senses, are we so much nearer the true con- 
ception than were those of Christ’s own day? 
‘Spiritual truths are spiritually discerned.’’ 


Christ’s kingdom. 


M. D. McK. 


DEXTER, Maine. 





—— > —_ ---_ — 


““THE Spirit is the only commentator on the 
words of Scripture, the revealer of mysteries, 
the expositor of precepts, the remembrancer 


of promises, the inspirer of prayer.’’ 
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Secret Orders. 


There is a mania for secret organizations. 
All classes of men enter them, and women are 
found in some; all objects are sought by meet- 
ings under cover. The aim may be good, the 
object one that commands itself to the better 
judgment of men, but instead of organization 
in the open, on the broad principles of right 
and candor, signs, passwords, mystic symbols, 
and even oaths, are made to hedge men about. 
To make the organization more imposing, and 
to give it greater power over its members 
something of a religious character is often in- 
troduced, and within the bolted door, ‘“‘chap- 
lains’’ minister and religious forms seem to 
give sanctity to the proceedings. 

We hold that such organizations spring 
from a wrong source, are degrading to man- 
kind, injurious to society, and a hindrance to 
the coming of the day of universal right and 
brotherhood. The followers of Christ, the be- 
lievers in the kingdom of God, the workers of 
the world’s redemption, have no right place 
in them. The Church of Christ is on a higher 
plane, and should lift men up to the level of 
the life of Jesus. 

There is a surrender of independence when 
a man enters an organization in which his per- 
sonality is largely submerged, in which, for 
example, he is bound both as to his working 
and wages by the order of one or a few. As- 
sociation is legitimate and useful, results not 
otherwise attainable may be accomplished by 
union with others, and in such union there is 
of necessity some surrender of personal free- 
dom, but this does not require secrecy, or 
membership in an order that commands the 
individual. When a man goes into an organi- 
zation, in which he must give up his indepen- 
dence, and it may be his conscience too, to a 
doorkeeper, he reduces himself to a low plane. 

Such organizations are against public policy. 
They are a combination of the few against the 
many. They are working for certain ends, 
but their methods and doings are not known. 
If the ends themselves be good, the secrecy is 
not the least degree necessary to these ends, 
and introduces an element that may work 
great injury. The members of a secret or- 
ganization may plot against institutions and 
form conspiracies against the state, but they 
are under cover. They may paralyze indus- 
tries, but they cannot be arrainged. They 
may commit crimes, but the perpetrators are 
surrounded by a strong body-guard bound to 
secrecy. 

Aside from this, secret orders are against 
the public good in that they separate those 
who should be most closely united, raising 
impassable barriers where there should be only 
bonds of love and confidence. Citizens are 
locked out of the confidence of each other by 
pledges of secret oaths. Husbands cannot tell 
their wives of what they are doing. Breth- 
ren in the church must seal their lips at a cer- 
tain point. The church is shut out from in- 
quiry concerning the doings of its members 
when they meet in the oath-guarded room. 

Can we imagine the Lord Jesus entering a 
secret order, however semingly good the 
avowed object? He spoke openly. We are 
called to be his disciples and followers, his 
witnesses to the ends of the earth. Do we 
ever think of these seeking to initiate con- 
verts into secret associations? Why not? 


















THE FRIEND. 


i CS SP SS SS SS ES EE ARAL SU PONIES OD TET IED ARO I PRR 
OO ———O OS 


Associations are desirable, but secret orders 
are a class by themselves. They do not par- 
take of the nature of the kingdom, they do 
not promote its coming. But in that king- 
dom the ideal age will be found; in that day 
earth will be nearest heaven. Whatever tends 
to separate men, to group them in walled cir- 
cles is a hindrance to its coming, and should 
be avoided by the disciples of Him who taught 
us to say, ‘Our Father who art in heaven, 
thy kingdom come.’’—The United Presbyter- 
ian. 


eggs and began to sit, but one day, when an 









































into and nearly filled the box, the birds de- 
serted the nest, which was afterwards re- 
moved with the eggs. In 1890, a pair built a 
new nest and laid seven eggs, and reared a 
brood of five young. Although the letters 
posted were often found lying on the back of 
the sitting bird, which never left the nest 
when the door of the box was opened to take 
out the letters. The birds went in and out by 
the slit.’ ”’ 


Science and Industry. 
A Methodist meeting-house in Kansas has 
been moved forty-two miles to a new location 


and not even a window was broken in its eight 
days’ journey. 





THE WONDERFUL CorK TREE.—It kills most 
trees to strip off their bark, or even to girdle 
them with an axe or knife. - This is not the 
case, however, with the cork tree, which, when 
deprived of its thick, soft bark, known in com- 
merce as cork wood, proceeds to wrap itself in 
another covering. It is a slow process, and 
requires ten or twelve years to complete it. 
Every year a layer of cork is formed around 
the tree,and the whole of these annual layers, 
representing ten or twelve years’ growth, 
forms the material for corks. We cannot 
grow cork wood ourselves, and so large quan- 
tities are brought into the country. As manu- 
factured cork is dutiable, cork wood is on the 
free list. Most of the stoppers for our bottles 
come into the country in the form of cork 
wood, and the corks are made here. As it 
takes so long for the bark to be restored 
after it is stripped off, the cork is commer- 
cially valuable only once in ten or twelve years. 
We all know that cork is used for a variety of 
purposes, as in life-preservers, covering for 
pipes in steam machines, and so on; but about 
nine-tenths of all the cork wood sold is made 
into bottle-stoppers. 

The cork tree grows only in the Mediter- 
ranean countries and in Portugal. The latter 
country is the largest source of supply, for its 
cork forests cover an area twice as great as 
that in Spain, and a third greater than in Al- 
geria, and more than three times as large as 
in France. There is such a thing as overdoing 
the cork business. In the island of Sardinia, 
for example, the cork forests, formerly very 
extensive and beautiful, have been almost en- 
tirely destroyed. 

In Italy the forests form large groups only 
in the central part of the peninsula. It is a 
curious fact that Portugal, which produces 
nearly twice as much cork as any other coun- 
try, consumes comparatively little of it. Spain 
manufactures and exports a large quantity of 
cork-wood products, but the production tends 
to decrease on account of wasteful methods of 
treating the forests.—New York Sun. 





A primeval forest, containing 120,000 cam- 
phor trees, measuring from seven feet to eight- 
een feet in circumference, has recently been 
discovered in Formosa. It is estimated that 
the yield of camphor gum from these trees 
will amount to thirteen million pounds. The 
forest is not entirely composed of camphor 
trees, but contains other varieties, including 
an abundance of “‘ red-grained ’’ oak. 





Among its many peculiarities, South Africa 
includes the ‘* sneeze-wood ’’ tree, which takes 
its name from the fact that one cannot cut it 
with a saw without sneezing, as the fine dust 
has exactly the effect of snuff. Even in plan- 
ing the wood it will sometimes cause sneezing. 
No insect, worm, or barnacle will touch it. It 
is very bitter to the taste, and its specific 
gravity is heavier than water. The color is 
light-brown, the grain very close and hard. It 
is a nice-looking wood,and takes a good polish. 
For dock wood, piers, or jetties it is a useful 
timber, lasting a long time under water.— 
Exchange. 





According to a report compiled for the Com- 
mercial Museum at Manila, the true ‘‘mother- 
of-pearl,’’ a large oyster which varies from 
six to fifteen inches or more in diameter, and 
weighs from two and a half to ten pounds, is 
not known to exist elsewhere than in the waters 
of Thursday Island, off the northeastern point 
of Australia, along the coasts of North Queens- 
land, West Australia, Burma, New Guinea, and 
the Philippines, and in the Arafura Sea. Smaller 
and less valuable shell oysters are found in 
some other parts of the world. It is thought 
that an important business may be developed 
from mother-of-pearl in the Philippines. —The 
Youth’s Companion. 

THE PERSEVERING Birps. — E. V. Lucas 
in ‘‘ Highways and By-ways in Sussex,’’ gives 
the following account: ‘‘ Kowfant’ was once 
the scene of one of the most determined strug- 
gles in history. The contestants were a series 
of Titmice and the General Post Office, and the 
account of the war may be read in the Natural 
History Museum at South Kensington —‘ In 
1888 a pair of the Great Titmouse (Parus 
major), began to build their nest in the post- 
box which stood in the road at Rowfant, and| ‘‘Why I mean they are as good as right. 
into which letters, etc., were posted and taken | There’s a point wrong in one, and two figures 
out by the door daily. One of the birds was | wrong in another, but there’s no use in fussing 
killed by a boy and the nest was not finished. | over such trifles. I’m most sure the method’s 
In 1889 a pair completed the nest, laid seven | right, and that’s the main thing.’’ 





A Costly Comma. 


‘‘Have you your examples all right, Tom?’ 
asked Mr. Walker, as his son closed the arith- 
metic and came to say good night. 

‘‘Near enough,’’ was the reply, “‘and ]’m 
thankful ; for they were a tough lot.’’ 

“But I don’t understand,’’ said his father, 
‘‘what you mean by near enough. Do you 
mean that you are almogt right?” 


unusual number of post-cards were dropped 
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“*Yes,’’ returned his father, “I admit that 
the method is important, but it is not the 
thing. Let me see how much difference the 
point makes in this example.” 

Tom brought his paper, and, after looking it 
over, Mr. Walker said, “That point makeg q 
difference of five thousand dollars. Supposeit 
represented money that some one was going to 
pay you. Then you’d be pretty anxious to hay 
the point right, wouldn’t you?’’ 

“Oh, of course, in that case I would haye 
looked it over again,’’ said Tom careleggly. 
“But this is only an example in school, and it 
would never make any difference to anybody 
whether the point was right or not.” 

“To anyone but you,’’ returned Mr. Walker 
“For a habit of carelessness and inaccuracy 
once fixed upon you will make a difference ail 
your life, and may prevent you from ever gue. 
ceeding in the business world. You may not 
realize it, but what employers want, and must 
have, is accuracy in little things, as well asin 
great, and, indeed, things that seem small are 
often far more important than they look. 4 
comma seems about as unimportant as any- 
thing, but let me tell you the story about one, 

“‘Some years ago there were enumerated in 
a tariff bill certain articles that might be 
admitted free of duty. Among them were 
foreign fruit-plants. What would that mean?” 

“‘Why, I suppose,’’ said Tom, “‘plants that 
bear fruit.” 

“‘Yes,’’? said Mr. Walker; ‘‘but the clerk 
who copied the bill never had been taught 
accuracy, and, instead of copying the hyphen, 
he changed it toa comma, making it read “fruit, 
plants,’’ etc. It was a trifling error—not 
worth noticing, you would say—but before it 
could be remedied, the Government lost two 
million dollars as all foreign “fruits” had to 
be admitted free of duty. Now, whenever you 
are inclined to be careless, I hope you will 
remember that two-million dollar comma.” 

Tom did not say much, but he went upstain 
thinking that if a little comma could make all 
that difference, it might be worth while to fuss 
over trifles, after all.—Selected. 





SIMPLICITY AT FUNERALS.—At a funeral 
which the writer recently attended, he was 
especially impressed with the simplicity, or 
plainness, as our people are accustomed to 
say, of everything connected with it. It was 
the funeral of an aged sister, whose years had 
gone beyund the four score. The corpse was 
arrayed in the same simple style of dress she 
wore while living, and which our sisters of 
forty and fifty years ago wore altogether, and 
which the most devoted of our people still wear 
to-day. The coffin was neat and plain ; there 
were no flowers, there was no choir; and the 
whole proceedings were carried through with 
out display of any kind. The writer felt that 
such a funeral was worthy of a special notice, 
and we would recommend to our people at their 
funerals especially to observe that gospel sim- 
plicity which harmonizes so beautifully with 
our profession and claims. A Mennonite 
funeral conducted with a display of flowers and 
other worldly vanities, and which requires 4 
choir and several sets of books to select the 
hymns from, is certainly not in harmony with 
the profession of our Mennonite people. Breth 
ren and sisters, let us be consistent and practi@ 
more simplicity. Herald of Truth. 
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ho Accuser Sie “1 was on the print of eying. ‘No, | afer writer ifn oh act hat dei he 
i mother, it was I that was careless;1 did it, , of th ' ae 
Se cerenetiae cael aoe but something said, ‘Don’t tell it all now, it — - re mag md Se te 
jiry carriage enguged in earnest, Cm: | cont he helped,” s0 1 Kop stil, and acted a|Tlwious teaching. Neither the soil prestige, 
a ibem a skeptic, was orld seeking lie. I didnot say I did not do it; but I meant) church on the one hand nor the genial equese of 
oa his skepticism by expatiating on the | ® lie, and it is the thoughts we have in the 


the Salvation Army on the other appears per- 
gious evils which afflict Christendom. He heart that God looks at. manently more effective in influencing the life of 
gsdetailing, with manifest pleasure, the hy- 


“Not many months after that my mother'| the average Londoner than does our own Society.” 
sy and the craft and the covetousness | ¥@* taken sick. I was sent away from home 

ri the divisions found in the professing to stay most of the time, and she died before 

jorch, and then he pointed to some of the 


I could tell her. Oh, what bitter tearsI shed 
igders as most markedly corrupt of the whole. as I looked upon that sweet face and remem- against a law of Parliament—Wales is almost 
jn front of them sata Christian who was 


bered how I had deceived her. : solidly Nonconformist, and all the county councils 

lied to hear all this. Had he felt the ‘‘Many years have passed since then; but| refuse to rate aid to the “Church” schools as re- 

al to be false ho might have suf- | ™Y sin still comes up before me. I never quired by law ; and the government will be power- 

oe then all. os a ‘part of the hatred the | Mink of it but my heart is heavy. I hope less to coerce them. The churchmen did not know 

wid bears toward Christ, and been truly God has forgiven me, though | can never for-| that conscience could play such a part in politics. 
py inso suffering; but he knew them to be 


give myself.’’—Selected. omens 
me—too true to be concealed from the most The question, shall there be colored bishops for 
duritable mind, so all he could do was to 


the colored people, is assuming large proportions 

. to the Episcopal Church in the United States, and 
jw his head and bear the deserved reproach. 
Soon, however, the accuser, anxious to ex- 


it will come up for consideration at the general 
convention in October. The bishops of the Southern 
ad the circle of his audience, addressed this 
llow-passenger in front of him. 


dioceses regard the subject with interest and will 
meet together for a special consideration of it 
“[see you are quick to detect evil,”” an-| The price of J. Barclay's Letters, which failed to Caring the summer. 
gered the Christian, “‘and you read char-| appear in a few copies of our last number, is named 
wter pretty well. You have been uncovering | at Friends’ Bookstore, 304 Arch Street, Philadel- ; : ; 
ere the abominable things which have turned | phia, as 52 cents, which includes postage. edict. sveallingr-engpeingre eapegpesey Ae stelle 
(iristendom into a wreck, and are fast ripen- a a ae om 7 —— ° brn pa teen, mp 
ig it for the judgment of God. You have THE Basis OF SILENCE.—A writer in the London | 204 the ai ler in the Evi Pa 
; Friend who is distinguished in executive and be- | be 4 licensed lay reader in the Episcopal Church 
none, but given all a good measure. nevolent work, states : “I do not know one morning | While he remains a minister in the Congregational 
Sow, I am a Christian, and I love the Lord meeting held on the basis of silence that is an Church. “That seems to us quite right,” says the 
Jesus and His people. Not a word shall 1] cising any perceptible influence on the immediate | dependent. But not so to the Truth, should each 
fer in defense, but I here solemnly challenge | neighborhood.” In answer Richard Westlake finds | denomination declare opposing doctrines as a part 
yuto speak the first word against the Lord | the remedy rather in the deepening spirit of meet- | f its tenets. 
Jesus Christ Himself.” ings than in altering their character, and adds, s ¥ : . 
The skeptic was surprised. He seemed | “The basis of silence is the main characteristic of | _ Quite one of the most interesting royalties of 
most frightened, and sheepishly replied: | 0 meetings for worship,and I am convinced that Europe is the Infanta Eulalia of Spain, an aunt of 
“Well, no: 1 couldn’t find fault with Him, | it Performs an important part in the substantial the present King. She is a remarkably sweet- 
ens perfect 9° *| influence exerted by Friends in the world. This | looking woman, of very graceful presence, and has 
: ~ ype aii - aid influence may not be felt in the immediate neigh- | taken an active part in promoting the Peace Move- 
Just so,’’ said the Christian, . and there- | porhood by drawing large congregations, but it | ment, being a patroness of the “ League of Peace,” 
fore was my heart attracted to Him; and the helps to form that ‘character for independence, |in which she takes great interest. She is also 
nore | looked at Him the more [ found I wasn’t | for truthfulness, for vigor, for courage, for purity, | Very anxious to initiate a humanitarian propaganda 
like Him at all, but only a poor, sinful, guilty | which,’ says Bishop Westcott, ‘George Fox was | in Spain among the lower orders, especially in re- 
mn. But tell me yourself if 1 hadn’t a right | able to shape in those that followed him, a char- lation to the cruel national sport of bull fighting, 
































































Notes in General. 
It was Ireland—now it is Wales that is in revolt 
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Items Concerning the Society. 

The time of the proposed meeting in memorial 
of the 100th anniversary of the building of Arch 
Street meeting-house, has been changed to Seventh- 
day, the fourth of next Sixth Month. 























The Church Standard declares that a man can 










































































































be happy and to love Him when I found out | acter unsurpassed in the records of Christian en- and will doubtless have many English sympathies 
that He had died for me? Ever since then [| deavour.’ Have not men such as Fox, Burrough, | in her noble aspirations in this matter. 
tly love Him, and all the evil which pro- = ag tr — = our honored Friend N wiinieal j d Russi 
fessed followers of Hismay do cannot turn ‘lene rf a hich & a — oh this “basis of} No ceethctiemeadiiaea " of the Bible aos ae 
Se away from Him. My salvation hanes co silence, from whic arises t at irect communion | announce an the agent of the bible society in 
y y g with God which is the essential principle of these | Yokohama apprehended what it meant for the 
vhat He has done, and not on what they are meetings for worship? cause which he represented, and at once he se- 
doing.”’—Horatius Bonar. “The reference to the diminished attendance at | cured permission from General Leranchi, the Jap- 
our morning meetings are unhappily too true, but | anese Minister of War, to distribute the Scriptures 
Don’t Act a Lie does not this arise more from the decline of spir- | among the soldiers going into active service. Im- 
When I wes quite young I ence acted a lhe ae than se eo = principle on a —s a ee aa -_ 
L ‘ le, | which they are held? e fact that other re- | 5, apanese lestaments were prepared, an 
and my heart is sad whenever I| think of it. | ligious bodies besides our own are anxiously in- | through the gifts of the British people, the Mikado’s 
One day, when my mother had company, | quiring into the subject proves that it is not con-| troops were furnished, as they marched to the 
the took the china sugar bowl to the kitchen | fined to ourselves. If we are favored with a re- front, with them. 
to fill it. I stood beside her while she was| ‘turn of spiritual quickening and vigor, we may ; ' 
cutting up the large pieces. For a moment | #84im know those hallowed seasons such as George| The glory of the American hen is not wont to 
she left her work, | knew I ought not to do it Fox describes in the following extract from his | occupy a large space in public attention. But the 
bat I thought I would try to cut a little: but Journal ; a meeting of many thousands held at the | last census showed that there were 233,598,005 
aI b ht down th aif I hit th ha l top of a hill near Langlands: chickens in the United States of laying age and 
of th roug aaa ia nize | a : e and ©) “*A glorious and heavenly meeting it was, for | propensities. They were valued at $70,000,000. 
€ sugar bow! and down it : ell; andin a| the glory of the Lord did shine over all. . . Their | They laid 42,500,000 eggs a day, and in the course 
moment I put the handle in its place and| eyes were fixed on Christ their Teacher; in so| of ayear more than a billion and a quarter dozen 
shoved it against the wall, so that it need not | much, that Francis Howgill, coming to visit them, eggs. Since America was discovered there have 
fall off. I had hardly done so when my | found they had no need of words, for they were | been only two years—1898 and 1899—when the 
mother came back and went on with her work; os under = — Jesus ao me A — of oan a - — oa s 
soon a heavy blow j} great convincement there was, . . and the plants | America fell below that of the mines in the whole 
down fell a ie eae = of God grew and flourished, the heavenly rain de-| wide world combined. Miners in Alaska risk their 
into my face, she would not have said, Why! scending, and God’s glory shining upon them, so | necks and operate thundering stamp mills and ex- 
Can it be that ence. ton Gaal Senne th | that many mouths were opened by the Lord to his | plode dynamite. But the small seven pound hen 
handle? b J ’ : le | praise. with her little white daily oval furnishes the United 
die? but I was careless in setting it} H.Sefton Jones in his answer notes the equal | States with a yearly product of greater value. 
against the wall. failure of the most entertaining services. ‘“ Writer | She could pay for a war. Spain never had galleons 
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enough to carry the annual worth of the American 
hen’s product.—Boston Transcript. 

Dip Not KNow Mucu ABOUT THE BIBLE.—Presi- 
dent Remsen and the faculty of Johns Hopkins 
University have examined eighty of the students 
of the university on their knowledge of the Bible, 
bringing out the fact that only one of the eighty 
could identify two quotations from Scriptures and 
he is studying for the ministry. 

This reminds us that a pamphlet of Bible ques- 
tions lately came to hand, containing the following 
statement: ‘Some time ago a conference Sunday- 
School Convention was held, and one part of the 
program was a Bible exercise of the twenty ques- 
tions as follows : ‘To what Book of the Bible would 
you turn to find: 1. A description of the Flood? 
2. An account of Moses’ death? 3. The Ten Com- 
mandments. 4. The “Faith chapter?” 5. The 
“Charity chapter?” 6. The Lord’s prayer in full? 
7. The longest verse of the Old Testament? 8. 
The shortest verse of the New Testament? 9. 
Noah’s Ark described? 10. The verse, “ For | am 
persuaded that neither death nor life,” etc. 11. The 
verse, “ Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are 
true,” etc. 12. Parable of the Ten Virgins? 13. 
Christ’s Last Prayer? 14. Beatitudes? 15. A de- 
scription of Solomon’s Temple? 15. The anointing 
of David as king? 17. The last Judge of Israel? 
18. The return of the Jews from captivity? 19. 
Destruction of Solomon’s Temple? 20. The cruci- 
fixion of Jesus?’ 

“Copies of these questions with pencils were 
distributed through the congregation and ample 
time given to write the answers. What was the 
result? Eighty-eight slips were given to eighty- 
eight individuals, among them church officers, 
Sunday-school teachers, mature Christians, En- 
deavorers and others. Fifty-seven were returned 
with not one question answered, and thirty-one 
with some answered. Of the thirty-one, thirteen 
were more or less fully answered, but not one cor- 
rectly all through: One located Moses’ death 
in Exodus; several, the Ten Commandments in 
Matthew ; another Jesus’ last Prayer in Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John; another a description of 
Solomon’s Temple in Psalms; and two said the de- 
struction of the Temple was in ‘Solomon;’ an- 
other put the shortest verse of the New Testament 
in Psalms; some ventured two, and some three re- 
plies.” 





——> 
SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 

UNITED STATES.—In a recent report, the Commissioner 
of Health of New York State, Dr. Lewis, says: “If the 
monetary value of a human life is assumed to be $5000,” 
“the deaths from only five of the preventable diseases dur- 
ing 1903 in this State represents a loss of $94,960,000. 
These figures seem appalling, and yet millions upon 
millions can properly be added to this sum, in loss of 
wages, expense of the care of the sick and many other 
expenses incidental to the management of these epidemic 
and infectioue diseases.” 

A patent has lately been given to the public by Dr. 
George T. Moore, of the Department of Agriculture, for 
the production of bacterial cultures used in inoculating 
soils for the successful cultivation of clovers of all 
kinds, alfalfa, soil beans, cow peas and many other 
similar members of the legume family. The patent is 
given to the people of the United States forever, in 
effect, and the object in doing so is to forstall any effort 
to patent such a process and by that means circumscribe 
the efforts of farmers to improve their soils by raising 
leguminous crops. 

The Department of Agriculture at Washington has 
for several months been sending out in small packages 
through the mails the necessary bacteria, dried on cotton 
and accompanied by nutrient salts, which the farmer 
who receives them may set, becoming just as would so 
much yeast, and inoculate either the soil or the seed 
which is to be sown in the soil. 

The patent specially applies to the chemical method of 
producing and quickly developing the bacteria in a form 
that can be sent through the mails. 

At a recent election in Chicago the question of a pro- 
posed ownership by the city of street railways was voted 

















on, resulting by a large majority in the approval of the | peace and prosperous intercourse between the nations of | A beloved member of Chester Monthly Meeting of F 
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Illinois to construct, own, operate and lease street rail- 
ways, and to provide the means therefor. 


On the 74th anniversary of the founding of the Mor- 


mon organization lately held in Salt Lake City the 
speakers dwelt on its prosperity and growth, stating 
that it now had 400,000 followers, with missions in every 
country in the world. 


The population of the United States, exclusive of 
Alaska and the insular possessions, in 1903 was 79,900,- 


389, according to estimates of the United States Census 


Bureau. This is an increase of 3,905,814 over the cen- 


sus of 1900. 


According to these estimates, New York has 3,716,139 
inhabitants; Chicago, 1,873,880 inhabitants; Philadel- 


phia, 1,367,716; New York State has more than 7,500,- 


000; Pennsylvania exceeds 6,500,000, and Illinois has 
passed 5,000,000; Texas has over 3,000,000. 

A despatch from Washington says: “The geological 
survey has received a report of an extensive deposit of 
coal, accessible to the Pacific Ocean, located from 
twelve to twenty-five miles inland from Controller Bay, 
Alaska. The coal field lie behind the Controller Bay oil 
fields, at the foot of the Chugach Mountains. 

The coal and oil were found to be in two distinctly 
separate formations that lie in roughly parallel belts. 
The coal area, as at present recognized, includes about 
sixty-five square miles. The coal resembles the harder 
bituminous coals of the East more than it does anthra- 
cite. 

The City of Philadelphia has 1225 miles of paved 
streets, 979 miles of sewers, 1445 miles of water mains, 
10,000 electric lights and 34,000 other street lights. 

From statistics published it appears there are over 
250,000,000 chickens in the United States valued at $85,- 
000,000 which lay annually 1,250,000,000 dozen eggs. 
In the value of the eggs sold the State of Ohio exceeds 
the average price of eggs is stated to be over 11 cents 
a dozen. 

The incandescent electric lamp was divised by Thos. 
A. Edison in 1879. In a recent article in the Electrical 
World and Engineer, he says that upon a moderate 
computation the production of incandescent lamps in the 
country since his first success has reached a total of 250,- 
000,000 lamps, or not less than 10,000,000 a year for 
each of the twenty-five years. The lamp has remained 
structurally the same since 1879, in the elements then 
demonstrated to be essentially vital and necessary to 
commercial success. 

In a recent statement before the American Philo- 
sophical Society, Joseph Wharton called attention to the 
rare metal palladium asa substitute for platinum, which 
he stated has many of the good qualities of platinum, 
while its price is rather lower. 

“Both platinum and palladium occur in all the numer- 
ous nickel mines found among the Laurentian and Hur- 
onian rocks in the Province of Ontario, Canada, the 
quality of each of those metals varying froma mere 
trace to one or more ounces per ton, the average for 
each metal being about one-hundredth of an ounce per 
ton.” 

It is stated that last year 222 persons were killed, 
without warrant of law in South Carolina. 

FoREIGN.—The Japanese troops have cross the Yalu 
River and entered Manchuria. Scarcity of provisions and 
forage in Korea is said to have been an important factor 
in causing the Russians to retire beyond the Yalu. One 
result of the war in Japan is thus stated by a Tokio cor- 
respondent of the Washington Star. 

Manufactories have shut down by the hundred ; scores 
of business houses in every city and town in Nippon have 
closed, and hundreds have reduced their working forces; 
while shipping, building and kindred branches of work are 
absolutely stagnant. As a result, the income of thousands 
of workers has been cut off. No one is indulging in any 
form of luxury, and the well-to-do are cutting down their 
comforts, even dismissing servants who have been in the 
family for years. Rice has gone up twenty per cent. 
vegetables eight per cent., dry goods five per cent., and 
the cost of meat makes it prohibitive except to the very 
well-to-do indeed. Foodstuffs come in slowly and in limited 
quantities from the interior, owing to the government's 
monopolization of the railroads for military purposes; and 
even in the interior, prices are up ten per cent., so great 
is the demand of the government for commissary supplies 
for the army. 

King Edward VII has recently visited Denmark. In an 
interview with the United States Minister at Copenhagen 
he referred to President Roosevelt with feelings of warm 
esteem and said he was glad the President’s influence had 
been thrown in the direction of the cultivation of friendly 


relations between Great Britain and the United States, 


and added that he believed such relations worked toward 


law passed by the State Legislature authorizing cities in ' the world. 


centuries. It is no exaggeration to assert that e 
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A despatch from London of the 8th says.— 
French Colonial treaty was signed in the Foreign ode 
in London to-day. It comprises three separate inatrp. 
ments, the first of which settles the long-standing dispute 
as to France's claim to exclusive fishing rights on the 
shore of Newfoundland. This question has been 
as a possible cause of war between England and France, 

The second instrument deals with Egypt, Morocco and 
West Africa, and the third with Siam, the New Hebrida 
and Madagascar. The settlement of various important 
questions by this treaty is regarded with great satisfge. 
tion throughout England. 

The Daily Telegraph says: “It is most satisfactory to 
welcome a diplomatic incident which will be recorded for 





barrier in the way of lasting peace and amity between 
France and Great Britain has been removed, and if either 
party had made infinitely greater sacrifices they would 
have been cheap, indeed, in view of the incalculable value 
of the accord obtained. ” 

An arbitration treaty between France and Holland, 
identical with the Franco-British, Franco-Italian and 
Franco-Spanish treaties has lately been signed at Paris, 

The Electrical Review says that the Japanese have 
large telephone offices in their principal cities, and the 
Chinese are developing in the same direction, although 
somewhat conservatively. 

The King of Abyssinia has recently caused telephone 
lines of great length to be laid from the capital to the 
principal cities of his empire so that he can personally 
communicate with the principal district rulers. 

The telegraph is not adapted to any alphabet but those 
of enlightened nations using a relative small number of 
letters, and for the Oriental alphabets the messages must 
be translated into a modern language and thence oa 
receipt interpreted back into the original. This frequently 
gives rise to errors of a serious nature. 

A telegram from Vienna of the 8th says: An earth 
quake has killed 25 persons, injared 40, destroyed 1500 
houses and caused great distress in the villayets of Kossove 
and Salonica, Macedonia. 

Italy is said to have 5500 macaroni factories, employ- 
ing nearly 25,000 hands. A number of these factories are 
large, using improved machinery and steam power. The 
total annual output of macaroni exceeds 215,000 tons. It 
is a growing industry. Nearly 60 per cent. of the amount+ 
exported went to the United States. 

There are said to be 4000 acres under cotton cultiva- 
tion in the smaller islands of the West Indies. During the 
summer a sample of Sea Island cotton was received at 
Liverpool from Barbados, and it was stated to be the best 
cotton ever seen in England. 
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NOTICES. 

Teacher js wanted for School under care of Prepara- 
tive Meeting in Woodbury, N. J. Applicants please state 
experience, and address, WILLIAM T. Cooper, or 

HANNAH P. RUDOLPH, 
Woodbury, N. J. 


Friends’ Library, 142 N. 16th 8St., Phila— 
CHANGE OF TIME OF OPENING.—The Library will hereafter 
be open on week-days from 9 A. M. to 1 P. M., and from 
2p.M.to6P.M., except during the Seventh and Eighth 
Months. 


Westtown Boarding School.—The Spring term 
will open Second-day, Fourth Month, 25th, 1904. Pupils 
should leave Philadelphia not later than the 4.32 P. M. traia. 
Wo. F. Wickersuam, Principal. 











Westtown Boarding School.—For convenient 
of persons coming to Westtown School, the stage will 
meet trains leaving Philadelphia 7.16 and 8.18 A. M., and 
2.50 and 4.32 p.m. Other trains are met when requested 
Stage fare, fifteen cents; after 7.30 P. M., twenty-fit 
cents each way. To reach the School by telegraph, witt 
West Chester, Phone 114a. 

Epwarp G. SmeDLey, Sup't. 
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Diep, at her residence in the home of W. C. Hall, he 
nephew, on the 24th of Third Month, 1904, PHese & 
HALL, in the sixty-fifth year of her age, a member df 
Stillwater Monthly Meeting, Ohio. Her life was preemb 
nently one of self-sacrifice, considering the welfare of 
others before her own, true to the doctrines and practice 
of the gospel as held by Friends, and of patient endurance 
in suffering, leaving no doubt of her having entered inte 
rest. 

——,, at her residence, Moorestown, N. J., on the 9th 
First Month, 1904, RepeccA HAVERSTICK MATLACK, 
of William Matlack, in the fifty-seventh year of her 
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